
13 Days Completed

Here I am ready to consider "engagement" on this journey,
undertaking to know more each day about the workings of  oppression, 

so that we might get ourselves, all of  us,
out from under this millstone that is the Narrow Place.

------------------------------
R' Moskovitz concludes "Pharaoh Didn't Know Joseph" with a shift from 
Joseph, as an individual, to Joseph as stand-in for an entire community's 
commitment to the larger society:

In the case of  Joseph, how might things have gone differently had 
the [Yisrael-ites] better guarded and remembered him and his contri-
bution? Nowhere in the text do we read of  how they expended 
their political capital to fend off  Pharaoh’s harsh decree. The com-
munity had not renewed its engagement in [Mitzrayim-ite] society: It 
had not built political bridges, developed new leadership, woven 
themselves into the fabric of  society beyond being a labor force; it 
was therefore ripe for exploitation.

It is a reminder for every generation of  the commandment al tifrosh
min hatzibor ("Don’t separate yourself  from the community")...not 
only a commandment to the individual Jew with regard to the Jew-
ish community but also to the Jewish community as a whole not to 
grow too distant from the society in which it lives and works. 

The idea that "the community had not renewed its engagement" highlights 
several issues of  concern in intergroup dialogue, including the "cost" of  
such effort. Staying engaged, building bridges and serving in leadership 
within the larger society requires effort and emotional energy, and levels of  
risk, from Others that those in power or the majority do not have to ex-
pend. Our Cross River Dialogue experience suggests there is much work to 
be done in understanding these power dynamics and their effects. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Identify an experience in which you engaged in a group from a position 
of  less power or minority status: newcomer in a long-standing group, non-
Zionist in a mainstream synagogue, lower income in a well-off  group, etc. 

Identify an experience in which you engaged in a group from a position 
of  more power or majority status. 

Compare the effort involved in each. (More on this next week.)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Here I am, ready and prepared

       [use traditional kavanah and/or continue here]

Here I am, ready and prepared to fulfill this project of  counting 49 days,
from Narrowness to Expansion,
seeking to examine oppression and envision liberation,
inspired by the Torah's counting of  the Omer,
counting seven full weeks, from Liberation to Revelation,
until I reach fifty days,
and prepare to bring new thoughts before the Eternal and into the world.

[See "Blessing" page for masculine or feminine God-language] 

Brukheh ateh YHVH                                                                    ה יהוה    בֶּ�רוֶּכ�ה ַאתֶּ�

Elohéinu ḥei ha’olamim                                                       ֱאלֵֹהֽינוֶּ ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים   

asher kidshétnu                                                                                     ֶּ נו ֽת� שֶֽׁ� ר ִקד�    ֲאשֶֽׁ�

bəmitzvotéihe vətzivétnu                                           ֶּ נו ֽת� �ֶּ ִצו ֽיה ו� ִמצ�ֹות�    בֶּ�

al sefirat ha’omer                                                                            ר ִפיַרת ָהֹעמ�    ַעל ס�

Blessed are you, YHVH, 
our God, Life of  endless worlds, 

who made us holy
with Voix commandments and commanded us 

to count the Omer.

ר בוֶּעֹות ָלֹעֽמ� נֵי שֶָֽׁ ֵהם שֶֽׁ� ר יֹום שֶֽׁ� ָעה ָעשָָׂ בֶָּ ֶֹּום ַאר� ַהי

Hayom arbaah asar yom shehem sh’nei shavuot la-omer.

Today is fourteen days, which is two weeks of the Omer.
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