
2 Days Completed

Here I am ready to explore starting points in this journey,
undertaking to know more each day about the workings of  oppression, 

so that we might get ourselves, all of  us,
out from under this millstone that is the Narrow Place.

------------------------------

Inching along in Exodus (1:1-5): 

Now these are the names of  the sons of  Yisrael, who came into 
Mitzrayim with Jacob; every man came with his household:
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;
Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. Altogether there were seventy 
persons of  Jacob's issue; and Joseph was in Mitzrayim already. 

These lines assume a lot: Who is Yisrael? Where were his sons before? 
Why did they move? Is this story only about men? And who is Jacob?
(Supposing we already know that Jacob and Yisrael are two names for the 
same person: Why is the text using both names?)

Where to begin reading or studying is one important decision. Think of  
playmates explaining to their adult "who started it," a candidate dropping
a re-election bid, a restaurant closing for the last time: A political journal-
ist might start at one point and a business reporter at another, while an 
oral storyteller might make a third choice. Where we start is crucial to the
telling and to what we learn from the story.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Consider reports violence, especially killings by police officers. Compare 
reports from your own town or look at 18-year-old Deon Kay killed by 
DC's police (9/2/20): Do we begin with MPD's report of a justified fatal 
shot? With earlier actions of  the officers and/or Deon? the DC Auditor's 
report on the officers' “entirely improvised” and “reckless” approach? with 
Kelly Brown Douglas's Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of  God?

Consider reports of  the Colleyville, TX incident. Do we start with sources
outside, saying “hostages rescued”? with inside accounts of  an escape sans 
external intervention? with R’ Charlie Cytron-Walker’s welcoming a cold 
stranger? with R’ Angela Buchdahl, one of  the country’s most prominent 
rabbis of  color, and how the alleged perpetrator came to think her in 
charge of  what he wanted? with the individual who admits to selling a 
stolen, semiautomatic weapon? or with a judicial system that can make this 
Black man the face of  a hate crime/act of  terrorism that he did not commit? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Here I am, ready and prepared

       [use traditional kavanah and/or continue here]

Here I am, ready and prepared to fulfill this project of  counting 49 days,
from Narrowness to Expansion,
seeking to examine oppression and envision liberation,
inspired by the Torah's counting of  the Omer,
counting seven full weeks, from Liberation to Revelation,
until I reach fifty days,
and prepare to bring new thoughts before the Eternal and into the world.

[See "Blessing "page for masculine or feminine God-language] 

Brukheh ateh YHVH                                                                    ה יהוה    בֶּ�רוֶּכ�ה ַאתֶּ�

Elohéinu ḥei ha’olamim                                                       ֱאלֵֹהֽינוֶּ ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים   

asher kidshétnu                                                                                     ֶּ נו ֽת� שֶֽׁ� ר ִקד�    ֲאשֶֽׁ�

bəmitzvotéihe vətzivétnu                                           ֶּ נו ֽת� �ֶּ ִצו ֽיה ו� ִמצ�ֹות�    בֶּ�

al sefirat ha’omer                                                                            ר ִפיַרת ָהֹעמ�    ַעל ס�

Blessed are you, YHVH, 
our God, Life of  endless worlds, 

who made us holy
with Voix commandments and commanded us 

to count the Omer.

ר ה ָיִמים ָלֹעֽמ� לֹשֶָֽׁ ֶֹּום שֶֽׁ� ַהי

.Hayom sh’loshah yamim la-omer

Today is day three of the Omer.
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