
20 Days Completed

Here I am ready to consider the role of  mourning on this journey,
undertaking to know more each day about the workings of  oppression, 

so that we might get ourselves, all of  us,
out from under this millstone that is the Narrow Place.

------------------------------

Alas! How lonely sits the city
once great with joyful people!
New horrors fill horizons now 
while old pain never left
Each new loss diminishes
the streets themselves bereft.

...Forging coalition is struggle, tougher in anguish.
Inside affliction, can we hear another cry?
It is painful and complex, but we must keep trying
trying to heed the whole sound 
I know you can hear it, God once declared loudly:
that voice of  a sibling crying up from the ground
-- from "Eichah for My City and Maybe Yours," 
originally for #ClosetheCamps/Tisha B'av 2019 

Over the the last few days, we've considered possibilities for mourning in 
building empathy and spurring social action. But sometimes we need space 
-- as Jews or as part of  other communities -- for individual and collective 
grief, around realities with a political edge. (Period).

On the one hand, it seems hard to divorce some grief  from action: Can we 
mourn for individuals who died unhoused, without addressing conditions 
that left people outside? Can we mark life lost to police violence, apart from
grief  around conditions and systems that permitted that death? On the 
other hand: Might we just sit and weep for all the families traumatized by 
incarceration? Join together in wailing for failures of  our education system? 
Mark victims of  gun violence without an action follow up?

Failing to recognize community members' grief  can be devastating and isol-
ating, and yet our communities encompass such a wide variety of  concerns 
that addressing one cause can leave those focused elsewhere feeling bereft. 
Touching on every area of  concern could be overwhelming. Might a gener-
alized mourning practice be needed? 

Meanwhile, the Jewish calendar is already filled with fast days, and the 
Omer is observed by many Jews as a time of  semi-mourning 
-- Do we need more? 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------

If  we do not grieve, what are we?
If  we cannot grieve and still act, who will? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Here I am, ready and prepared

       [use traditional kavanah and/or continue here]

Here I am, ready and prepared to fulfill this project of  counting 49 days,
from Narrowness to Expansion,
seeking to examine oppression and envision liberation,
inspired by the Torah's counting of  the Omer,
counting seven full weeks, from Liberation to Revelation,
until I reach fifty days,
and prepare to bring new thoughts before the Eternal and into the world.

[See "Blessing" page for masculine or feminine God-language] 

Brukheh ateh YHVH                                                                    ה יהוה    בֶּ�רוֶּכ�ה ַאתֶּ�

Elohéinu ḥei ha’olamim                                                       ֱאלֵֹהֽינוֶּ ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים   

asher kidshétnu                                                                                     ֶּ נו ֽת� שֶֽׁ� ר ִקד�    ֲאשֶֽׁ�

bəmitzvotéihe vətzivétnu                                           ֶּ נו ֽת� �ֶּ ִצו ֽיה ו� ִמצ�ֹות�    בֶּ�

al sefirat ha’omer                                                                            ר ִפיַרת ָהֹעמ�    ַעל ס�

Blessed are you, YHVH, 
our God, Life of  endless worlds, 

who made us holy
with Voix commandments and commanded us 

to count the Omer.

ר בוֶּעֹות ָלֹעֽמ� ה שֶָֽׁ לֹשֶָֽׁ ֵהם שֶֽׁ� ִרים יֹום שֶֽׁ� שָׂ� ע� ָחד ו� ֶֹּום א� ַהי

Hayom echad v’esrim yom shehem sh’loshah shavuot la-omer

Today is twenty-one days, which is three weeks of the Omer

visit http://Rereading4Liberation.com for more on Recounting Exodus
and Rereading Exodus along the Anacostia
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