
30 Days Completed

Here I am ready to consider adding enemies on this journey,
undertaking to know more each day about the workings of  oppression, 

so that we might get ourselves, all of  us,
out from under this millstone that is the Narrow Place.

------------------------------
In addition to issues of  race and poverty, Pharaoh and the people "adread"
raises the topic of  anti-Jewishness (often "antisemitism"). This same dread 
dynamic from Day 29 also resonates with Jewish history: Poland, England, 
the Ottoman Empire, Italy, Spain, Northern Africa and Southwest Asia  -- 
so many places over the centuries welcomed, or at least tolerated, Jews as 
minority communities in the realm... until those same places turned dan-
gerous, if  not lethal, subjecting Jews to legal and physical attacks, expul-
sion, and murder. 

This dread, this kutzing, results in death for many and much suffering -- in 
Exodus and in history. In both Exodus and history, it's not immediately 
clear how Joseph and not-knowing-Joseph is related to this "adread" reac-
tion. But we can consider this non-biblical analysis:

...The oppression of  Jews is a conjuring trick, a pressure valve, a 
shunt that redirects the rage of  working people away from the 1%, a
hidden mechanism, a set up that works through misdirection, that 
uses privilege to hide the gears. 

Unlike racism, at least some of  its targets must be seen to prosper, 
must be well paid and highly visible. The goal is not to crush us, it’s 
to have us available for crushing. Christian rulers use us to adminis-
ter their power, to manage for them, and set us up in the window 
displays of  capitalism for the next time the poor pick up stones to 
throw. What is hard for the angry multitudes to see is that Jews 
don’t succeed in spite of  our oppression. We are kept insecure by 
our history of  sudden assaults, and some of  us, a minority of  us, 
are offered the uncertain bribes of  privilege and protection. Priv-
ilege for a visible sample of  us is the only way to make the whole 
tricky business work.... 
-- Aurora Levins Morales in Understanding Antisemitism: An Offering to
Our Movement from Jews for Racial & Economic Justice (JFREJ)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Does dread work differently in racism and anti-Jewishness? in fear of  
Others linked to economic and immigration concerns? in homophobia? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Here I am, ready and prepared

       [use traditional kavanah and/or continue here]

Here I am, ready and prepared to fulfill this project of  counting 49 days,
from Narrowness to Expansion,
seeking to examine oppression and envision liberation,
inspired by the Torah's counting of  the Omer,
counting seven full weeks, from Liberation to Revelation,
until I reach fifty days,
and prepare to bring new thoughts before the Eternal and into the world.

[See "Blessing" page for masculine or feminine God-language] 

Brukheh ateh YHVH                                                                    ה יהוה    בֶּ�רוֶּכ�ה ַאתֶּ�

Elohéinu ḥei ha’olamim                                                       ֱאלֵֹהֽינוֶּ ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים   

asher kidshétnu                                                                                     ֶּ נו ֽת� שֶֽׁ� ר ִקד�    ֲאשֶֽׁ�

bəmitzvotéihe vətzivétnu                                           ֶּ נו ֽת� �ֶּ ִצו ֽיה ו� ִמצ�ֹות�    בֶּ�

al sefirat ha’omer                                                                            ר ִפיַרת ָהֹעמ�    ַעל ס�

Blessed are you, YHVH, 
our God, Life of  endless worlds, 

who made us holy
with Voix commandments and commanded us 

to count the Omer.

ר ה ָיִמים ָלֹעֽמ� לֹשֶָֽׁ בוֶּעֹות וֶּשֶֽׁ� ָעה שֶָֽׁ בֶָּ ֵהם ַאר� ים יֹום שֶֽׁ� לֹשִֶֽׁ ָחד וֶּשֶֽׁ� ֶֹּום א� ַהי
Hayom echad ushloshim yom

shehem arbaah shavuot ushloshah yamim la-omer.
Today is thirty-one days,

which is four weeks and three days of the Omer.
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