
31 Days Completed

Here I am ready to consider more enemies on this journey,
undertaking to know more each day about the workings of  oppression, 

so that we might get ourselves, all of  us,
out from under this millstone that is the Narrow Place.

------------------------------
Anti-Jewishness and its weaponization, particularly as a charge against 
Black people, was a difficult area for Cross River Dialogue. When CRD 
started, some wished to entirely avoid questions involving Israel/Palestine 
in order to focus on bridging local divides. Some cited pan-African con-
cerns for oppressed in Palestine and the U.S. Still others, among our 11 par-
ticipants, wanted to clarify differences between “anti-Israel” or “anti-Zion-
ist” positions and “anti-Jewish” ("antisemitic") ones; discussing this could 
help us deal with ways in which these issues interfere with our work in the 
wider world. As it happened, the decision was not entirely in our hands....

...Over the course of  our time together and with our group never larger 
than twelve, CRD saw incidents in which someone connected to one or 
more of  us, personally and/or as part of  an organization, was under fire for
perceived anti-Jewishness: a DC Councilmember, a mayoral staffer, Marc 
Lamont Hill, Ilhan Omar, Bernie Sanders, Angela Davis, Tamika Mallory, 
Linda Sarsour, Dr. Natalie Hopkinson of  Don't Mute DC, the entire Wo-
men’s March of  2020....

CRD also faced challenges when Jewish organizations of  one kind or an-
other expressed public opinions or took action perceived as anti-Palestinian
or racist, toward people in- and outside Jewish communities, or both. 

In addition, CRD spent substantial time discussing or responding to spe-
cific initiatives of  our local government -- including police training with the
Israel Defense Forces and a public-private partnership advertised as coun-
tering antisemitism -- which raised concerns among participants. 

These issues seemed tailor made to divide us -- and not accidentally so. 
That brings us back to the idea of  “joining -- or adding -- enemies."  

This stage of  the journey offers no solutions, just an opportunity to reflect.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Like Pharaoh, do we -- as individuals and in political groups -- envision 
others "joining enemies" against us?

If  we respond like Pharaoh, who, ultimately, gets hurt? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Here I am, ready and prepared

       [use traditional kavanah and/or continue here]

Here I am, ready and prepared to fulfill this project of  counting 49 days,
from Narrowness to Expansion,
seeking to examine oppression and envision liberation,
inspired by the Torah's counting of  the Omer,
counting seven full weeks, from Liberation to Revelation,
until I reach fifty days,
and prepare to bring new thoughts before the Eternal and into the world.

[See "Blessing" page for masculine or feminine God-language] 

Brukheh ateh YHVH                                                                    ה יהוה    בֶּ�רוֶּכ�ה ַאתֶּ�

Elohéinu ḥei ha’olamim                                                       ֱאלֵֹהֽינוֶּ ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים   

asher kidshétnu                                                                                     ֶּ נו ֽת� שֶֽׁ� ר ִקד�    ֲאשֶֽׁ�

bəmitzvotéihe vətzivétnu                                           ֶּ נו ֽת� �ֶּ ִצו ֽיה ו� ִמצ�ֹות�    בֶּ�

al sefirat ha’omer                                                                            ר ִפיַרת ָהֹעמ�    ַעל ס�

Blessed are you, YHVH, 
our God, Life of  endless worlds, 

who made us holy
with Voix commandments and commanded us 

to count the Omer.

ים יֹום לֹשִֶֽׁ נִַֽים וֶּשֶֽׁ� ֶֹּום שֶֽׁ�  ַהי
ר ָעה ָיִמים ָלֹעֽמ� בֶָּ ַאר� בוֶּעֹות ו� ָעה שֶָֽׁ בֶָּ ֵהם ַאר� שֶֽׁ�

Hayom sh’nayim ushloshim yom
shehem arbaah shavuot v’arbaah yamim la-omer.

Today is thirty-two days,
which is four weeks and four days of the Omer.
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