
33 Days Completed

Here I am ready to consider respect and relationship on this journey,
undertaking to know more each day about the workings of  oppression, 

so that we might get ourselves, all of  us,
out from under this millstone that is the Narrow Place.

------------------------------
During a year that proved to be a big one, legally, for gay marriage in the 
U.S., R' Avi Orlow wrote about marriage and respect, on behalf  of  Keshet: 
For LGBTQ Equality in Jewish Life. He discusses the same R' Akiva who 
lost all those pairs of  students: 

...While living apart from his wife for all of  those years [to facilitate 
his teaching, he lived in Jerusalem; his wife remained at home], 
Rabbi Akiva did not show his students the daily habits of  respect. 
How were his students to learn how to treat each other with respect
if  Rabbi Akiva did not model this for them? This is reminiscent of  
the adage, “Tell me and I forget, show me and I remember, involve 
me and I understand.” On Lag B’Omer we should take a moment 
and try to learn the lesson that evaded Rabbi Akiva’s students. How 
should treat each other with respect? It is clearly not enough to just 
talk about it. If  we want to teach respect we need to model it.

...How are we any different from the students of  Rabbi Akiva? How
can we in the religious establishment hope to teach people about re-
spect when we do not model it ourselves? Not modeling basic hu-
man respect seems to be a true abomination.

...Are we going to leave the conversation of  commitment in the 
hands of  politicians? We, the leadership of  the religious establish-
ment, want to be the ones crafting the conversation on what makes 
a life-long commitment work. And in the end we have to realize that
we cannot just preach respect from our pulpits. It is not enough just
to talk about, or even just to show respect; we need to find new 
ways to involve each other in building respectful communities. So 
soon, with Lag B’Omer behind us, we can all get married.
-- R' Ari Orlow, 4/19/2013 (Whole piece on My Jewish Learning; it 
is not very long, and it is very clear and powerful).

-------------------------------------------------------------

Can intergroup dialogue serve as a model for respect? 

What factors are important in giving and receiving respect?

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Here I am, ready and prepared

       [use traditional kavanah and/or continue here]

Here I am, ready and prepared to fulfill this project of  counting 49 days,
from Narrowness to Expansion,
seeking to examine oppression and envision liberation,
inspired by the Torah's counting of  the Omer,
counting seven full weeks, from Liberation to Revelation,
until I reach fifty days,
and prepare to bring new thoughts before the Eternal and into the world.

[See "Blessing" page for masculine or feminine God-language] 

Brukheh ateh YHVH                                                                    ה יהוה    בֶּ�רוֶּכ�ה ַאתֶּ�

Elohéinu ḥei ha’olamim                                                       ֱאלֵֹהֽינוֶּ ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים   

asher kidshétnu                                                                                     ֶּ נו ֽת� שֶֽׁ� ר ִקד�    ֲאשֶֽׁ�

bəmitzvotéihe vətzivétnu                                           ֶּ נו ֽת� �ֶּ ִצו ֽיה ו� ִמצ�ֹות�    בֶּ�

al sefirat ha’omer                                                                            ר ִפיַרת ָהֹעמ�    ַעל ס�

Blessed are you, YHVH, 
our God, Life of  endless worlds, 

who made us holy
with Voix commandments and commanded us 

to count the Omer.

ר ה ָיִמים ָלֹעֽמ� ָ שֶֶּֽׁ בוֶּעֹות ו�שִֶֽׁ ָעה שֶָֽׁ בֶָּ ֵהם ַאר� ים יֹום שֶֽׁ� לֹשִֶֽׁ ָעה וֶּשֶֽׁ� בֶָּ ֶֹּום ַאר� ַהי
Hayom arbaah ushloshim yom

shehem arbaah shavuot v’shishah yamim la-omer.
Today is thirty-four days,

which is four weeks and six days of the Omer.
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