
39 Days Completed

Here I am ready to consider disparity and displacement on this journey,
undertaking to know more each day about the workings of  oppression, 

so that we might get ourselves, all of  us,
out from under this millstone that is the Narrow Place.

------------------------------
Nacotchtank (Anacostan) people lost three-quarters of  their population in 
just four decades. Beginning in 1608, with the first known European con-
tact, the majority of  the Nacotchank people, and others who had been liv-
ing on land we now call "Washington, DC," were displaced or felled by dis-
ease and war. Some remaining Nacotchtank joined neighboring tribes, in-
cluding the Piscataway Conoy. 

Two much later displacements are outlined by the Urban Institute:

1940s: Barry Farms [in DC's Southeast, Ward 8], a community de-
veloped at the end of  the Civil War by 500 freed Black families, is 
largely demolished to create space for public housing and is further 
devastated by the decision to have Suitland Parkway cut through the
community, destroying individual and community assets.

1960s–70s: Urban renewal sweeps cities “clean.” DC’s largely Black 
southwest neighborhoods are targeted by eminent domain. More 
than 500 acres are bulldozed, along with 1,500 businesses—includ-
ing many Black-owned businesses—and 6,000 homes. Approxim-
ately 23,000 residents, predominantly Black, are displaced with little 
compensation. The 5,800 new homes are to be inhabited by 13,000 
middle- and upper-middle-class residents. 
-- The Color of  Wealth in the Nation's Capital, 2016

DC also saw additional resettlement and destruction events, plus less 
formal displacement. Results include, according to that Urban Institute re-
port: White DC households with net worth 81 (eighty-one) times that of  
Black households. Building here, movement there, on it's own may not look
like oppression....

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Even those who do not live and/or work in DC should know something
about land use and its effects on the population in the nation's capital.

Wherever you do live and work, there are land use and displacement stor-
ies, and their results, that you should know. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Here I am, ready and prepared

       [use traditional kavanah and/or continue here]

Here I am, ready and prepared to fulfill this project of  counting 49 days,
from Narrowness to Expansion,
seeking to examine oppression and envision liberation,
inspired by the Torah's counting of  the Omer,
counting seven full weeks, from Liberation to Revelation,
until I reach fifty days,
and prepare to bring new thoughts before the Eternal and into the world.

[See "Blessing" page for masculine or feminine God-language] 

Brukheh ateh YHVH                                                                    ה יהוה    בֶּ�רוֶּכ�ה ַאתֶּ�

Elohéinu ḥei ha’olamim                                                       ֱאלֵֹהֽינוֶּ ֵחי ָהעֹוָלִמים   

asher kidshétnu                                                                                     ֶּ נו ֽת� שֶֽׁ� ר ִקד�    ֲאשֶֽׁ�

bəmitzvotéihe vətzivétnu                                           ֶּ נו ֽת� �ֶּ ִצו ֽיה ו� ִמצ�ֹות�    בֶּ�

al sefirat ha’omer                                                                            ר ִפיַרת ָהֹעמ�    ַעל ס�

Blessed are you, YHVH, 
our God, Life of  endless worlds, 

who made us holy
with Voix commandments and commanded us 

to count the Omer.

ר ה ָיִמים ָלֹעֽמ� ָ בוֶּעֹות ַוֲחִמשֶֶּֽׁ ה שֶָֽׁ ָ ֵהם ֲחִמשֶֶּֽׁ ִעים יֹום שֶֽׁ� בֶָּ ֶֹּום ַאר� .ַהי
Hayom arbaim yom

shehem chamishah shavuot vachamishah yamim la-omer.
Today is forty days, which is five weeks and five days of the Omer.
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